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comes very low on their list of places 
to patrol! The parish would certainly 
welcome a greater police presence, 
especially at night, around the car 
park, shop, church etc, so it is      
essential that you report all petty 
crime and anything sus-picious to the 
Police (0845 090 1234) so that 
details can be logged 
and the Police can 
take all appropriate     
action.  We have all 
seen cars speeding at 
way above the recommended speed 
limit through the parish and if you are 
able to, make a note of their numbers 
and contact the police then that would 
help.  There is a tragic accident just 
waiting to happen with many children 
walking up and down our roads and 
streets every day - if we, as parishion-
ers, make it clear that we will not 
tolerate inconsiderate driving in our 
parish, then      perhaps the message 
will get through!   We are currently 
liaising with Randwick Parish Coun-
cil to introduce a ‘20 is Plenty’ cam-
paign through our two parishes. 
Watch this space!  Gerri Kimber, 
Parish Council Chair 
 

PS We are holding an open Coffee 
Morning on Saturday 13th Septem-
ber from 10-12 (see page 6) and we 
would love to see you.  

 
 

Notes from Whiteshill and Ruscombe 

The new Parish  
Council Chair writes .. 
 
On 24 April, the Stroud Safer      
Communities Team mobile police 
van parked up in the village car park 
for a few hours to listen to the views 
of parishioners and to promote ways 
of creating a safer community and 
reduce petty crime.  Tanya White, 
our local Community Support Officer 
was present, alongside Ricky Pellatt, 
the Stroud Crime Reduction Advisor. 
Compared to many areas of the dis-
trict we are in a low crime rate area, 
but we are not entirely crime free!   
A particularly disheartening theft to 
report is that safety matting has been 
stolen for the second time from the 
play area next to the village 
shop.  Removal of the rubber matting 
puts the safety of the children at 
risk.  The theft has been reported to 
the police but if anyone has any in-
formation, please contact the Clerk. 
 

We have also had a spate of van and 
car break ins – e.g. in mid-May two 
vans were broken into on Field Road, 
that had been parked on driveways. 
One of the vans had £600 worth of 
items stolen. Always report any  
suspicious activity or people to the 
Police, who have assured us they will 
always try to respond as swiftly as 
possible. And of course, NEVER 
keep valuables in your car overnight. 
The Police have also told us that very 
few crime reports are received from 
Whiteshill, which obviously means it 
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 Village 
Agents and 
your     
community 
 

As Village Agent for Randwick, Ruscombe 
and Whiteshill I  would like to explain who 
the Village Agents are and what they do. The 
Village Agent project is run by the Glouces-
tershire Community Council in partnership 
with the Gloucestershire County Council, to 
ensure the older age group and the disabled 
in our communities find easier access to 
services and information.  My recent survey, 
circulated through the village newsletter, was 
intended to give everyone an opportunity to 
express an opinion or to make a suggestion, 
specifically on the subject of transport.  I also 
hope to find volunteers to set up a village 
volunteer car scheme, run on a good 
neighbour basis, and would love to hear from 
anyone interested in this idea.  I hope you 
will feel able to feedback to me your views 
and your offers of voluntary help (see my 
contact details below) 

Village Agent Survey 
Village Agents have been asked to find out 

what deters older people in 
rural communities from 
taking advantage of daytime 
activities such as exercise 
classes Tai Chi, Lunch 

Clubs or Coffee Mornings.  Is it: 
a lack of enthusiasm, lack of money, trans-
port problems, wrong sort of activities or 
anything else? Feedback on this subject 
would be most welcome, so if you have any 
ideas or suggestions, please pass them on to 
me.  You can contact me, Judith Newman, 
on: 07776 245791 or write to me at 
Gloucestershire Rural Community Coun-
cil, Community House, 15, College Green, 
Gloucester GL1 2LZ 
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What is Tai Chi Qui Gong?
It is suitable for everyone, young and old.  
Claire Bader, your local teacher, explains the 
reasons why everyone can benefit from Tai 
Chi classes.  It is suitable for both young and 
old and can be adapted for seated workouts 
for the less able, relieve back pain and to 
alleviate the symptoms of osteoporosis and 
arthritis.  It can also help to improve sleep 
patterns and is well-known to regulate blood 
pressure if used regularly. 
 

Claire Bader is an experienced and well-
qualified teacher.  Her classes take place in:   
Randwick Village Hall on Fridays, 
11.45am to 12.45pm, and in Whiteshill 
Village Hall on Tuesday afternoons, from 
2.30pm- 3.30 pm.  
 

Please come along for a free taster session. 
For further information contact Claire 
Bader on 077786 003993 or your Vil-
lage Agent, Judith Newman, on : 
07776 245791 
From District Councillor 
Gwen Belcher 
This is an issue that     affects everyone,       
especially the elderly, 
parents with small chil-
dren in buggies and also 
tall people!  People    
attending the monthly 
Councillor surgeries held on the Subscription 
Rooms forecourt every month, very fre-
quently raise the  concern of overhang-
ing trees, shrubs and plants. This nuisance for 
pedestrians often blocks people’s  vi-
sion, making  it hard to walk on pavements or 
to cross the road.  If we could all be a little 
more aware of the issue and please cut back 
our overhanging bushes and trees, it would 
make life easier for everyone using our 
streets!  Thank you. 

COPY DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT 
WARBLER IS 26TH SEPTEMBER. (see 
back page for details)  
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St Paul’s Church,        
Whiteshill 
On the 21st and 22nd January public meet-
ings were held at Whiteshill and Paganhill 
to discuss the precarious financial  posi-
tions of both St Paul’s and the Church of 
Holy Spirit.  We are very grateful to those 
who made the effort to attend, but the turn 
out generally was disappointing.    A num-
ber of suggestions came out of the discus-
sions, including:  
• greater community use of St Paul’s 

nave area 
• Better marketing of services provided 

by the Church  
• using parishioner’s skills to better   

effect 
Unfortunately the kind of changes which 
were suggested cannot resolve our imme-
diate problem in funding day to day ex-
penses.  We would now like to hold 
smaller group meetings to discuss the is-
sues raised at the big meetings, so that 
people are able to express their thoughts 
and ideas more adequately.   
Whilst we are deeply grateful for the  oc-
casional generous gift it would be wonder-
ful for the church to have regular   support 
from the village in thanksgiving for all 
God’s blessing.   
Revd Brian Woollaston Tel 01453 
764757 

 

Christian 
Aid Week 
The total collected in the village for Chris-
tian Aid Week in May was £1,442.  Plus 
tax re-covered for Gift Aided contributions 
was £134.  Last year’s comparative 
amounts were £1,110 and £111.  This was 
an excellent response and it is very much 
appreciated.  A big THANK YOU to all  
contributors and to the Collectors.                           
 Bridget Bailey 

 

 

Open Homes for a       
sustainable future  
13th and 14th September 
2008 
Your opportunity to visit homes in the 
local area and see renewable energy in 
action, discuss energy efficiency and get 
advice on eco-renovations. In addition to 
homes being open over the weekend,  
Saturday 13th September will see the offi-
cial opening of Randwick Village Hall 
(which maybe the first carbon-neutral vil-
lage hall in the country). They are install-
ing a ground source heat pump, PV and 
more and on the day there will be advice 
and grant info from Severn Wye  
Energy Agency, Transition Stroud and 
Greenshop Solar and Rainwater harvest-
ing. Plus Greenshop Solar are offering 
£250 off any Solar Thermal or Solar PV 
installation on orders within Gloucester-
shire placed within one month of the exhi-
bition date. For more info call Philip 
Booth on 01453755451 or visit the web-
site for details:  
www.stroudopenhomes.org.uk 
 

Pilates at Whiteshill   
Village Hall 
 Since April 2005, amongst the varied 
activities held at the Village Hall have 
been evening classes in Pilates run by my-
self, (Julia Currie) a local qualified Pilates 
Teacher.  So what is Pilates? Joseph Pilates 
devised the earlier exercises and the ap-
proach, and since the 1920’s others, such 
as physiotherapists, dancers and sports 
specialists have added to the ‘repertoire’. 
The exercises are slow and rhythmic and 
progressively develop flexibility, strength, 
breathing and control, so are great for all 
round fitness. They can be adapted for all 
sorts of bodies, levels of fitness and to 
create a more varied class.  (see over) 
  
 



At Whiteshill Village Hall I now run 2 
classes on Wednesday evenings – one for 
those who have started with me fairly re-
cently, and a second class for intermediates 
who have been with me for over a year or 
have joined from elsewhere. Although I am 
unable to start a beginners class this Septem-
ber, if anyone has done some Pilates and 
would like to try it again, do get in touch 
with me. Classes will be starting again later 
in September, so when you call I can fill you 
in with details. Alternatively keep your eyes 
on the Parish notice boards in late August. 
 Julia Currie 01453 764376 
  

Whiteshill School -  
This year at Whiteshill Primary School we 
have had a very exciting year. We did a  
project on the Tudors at the beginning of the 
year and at the end of the project we had a 
Tudor day, everyone dressed up and some of 
Class 4 performed a play called ‘A Midsum-
mer Nights Dream’;  other classes did differ-
ent entertainment.  Over the year, we have 
also taken part in cross country. Children 
from year 3 and up competed in this exhaust-
ing activity. We did a 1 km cross-country 
race at Stratford Court.  Another exciting 
activity was Sports Day. Everyone in the 
school took part in the 8 fantastic     ancient 
Olympic events. One of the enjoyable events 
was the marathon where we were supposed 
to jog as many laps of the length of the goal-
posts as we could.         Another event was 
the discus throw.  We had to throw three 
foam discuses and there were lines marking 
how far we had thrown.  At the end we also 
had a closing ceremony and an opening pro-
cession where the samba players led the rest 
of the school around the villages of Rus-
combe and  
Whiteshill.  Sadly, the year 6 pupils will be 
leaving at the end of the year. Everyone is 
looking forward to their new classes!   
Robert Kempner, Head 
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Ward Name Change 
The District Council ward we live in is called 
'Over Stroud': made up of Whiteshill and   Rus-
combe Parish and a good chunk of       Rand-
wick Parish.  However whenever I've   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Cartoon contributed by a local scribbler, Russ) 

used the description no one knows what it       
represents: indeed it is meaningless to the  vast 
majority of people.  When I proposed we 
change the name there has, so far, been no one 
keen to retain 'Over Stroud'. Both Randwick 
Parish and Whiteshill and Ruscombe  Parish 
are keen to see a change to a more useful name 
like “Randwick, Whiteshill and Ruscombe 
Ward”.   Cainscross Parish are also supportive 
of a change.  We now await the District Coun-
cil's approval.   
 

Bread Street Street Party 
Success! - 'Every street should have one!'  
Concern for the moral welfare of the inhabi-
tants of Ruscombe, who "exhibited a very low 
type and a very degraded state of social and 
moral life",  led to Christian groups setting up a 
church in Ruscombe in 1802 and Bread Street 
in 1810!  However no such behaviour was  
evident on Saturday 28th June at the residents 
first street party. The road was officially closed, 
much bunting and flags hung out and  
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all apart from a handful of the residents in the 
34 houses were able to  join the party along 
with some ex-residents and a few interlopers 
from as far afield as less than half a mile 
down the road in Randwick.  Also amongst 
the party was the youngest        resident, Cas, 
who had been born 4 days previously in one 
of the homes in the street.                
The afternoon kicked off with planting a  
laburnam tree (donated by the Parish    Coun-
cil) on the green at Laburnam Crescent by the 
longest residing Bread Street resident, John 
Scrivens, then a photo of all the        residents 
on the green and then the judging of the 
Bread Street Funny Shaped Bread competi-
tion by ex-resident Beryl Tagg.    Entries 
included a spider, a snake, a bread Bread 
Street with bunting, a cat with     whiskers, 
five bunnies and the winning entry of two 
sheep.   More details on Philip’s blog http://
ruscombegreen.blogspot.com/   

Cllr Philip Booth 

Annual Parish Meeting – 
22nd May 2008 
The Annual Parish Meeting took place on 
22nd May and was attended by 26 parishion-
ers.  We heard from a number of speakers this 
year, including District Councillor Philip 
Booth, Councillor John Rogers, Village 
Agent Judith Newman, Police Community 
Support Officer Tanya White, and Robert 
Kempner headmaster of the primary school.  
Sue Dance took the floor and talked to the 
meeting about allotments, and also gave a talk 
from St Paul’s Church as their newly ap-
pointed council member.  The evening was 
rounded off with some lovely refreshments 
prepared by Councillor Peter Hood.  We look 
forward to seeing more people at future meet-
ings.   
 
Have you got any ideas for anything the Par-
ish Council can spend its (limited) resources 
on, to make the Parish an even nicer place to 
live? Are there any projects you would like us 
to take on over the coming months? If we  
 
 

supplied you with a large planter, compost 
and plants would you know of a suitable area 
near your house where it could be displayed 
for the benefit of all residents to make the 
parish look attractive throughout the year, and 
would you be prepared to look after it? We 
will continue to supply seasonal plants to 
keep it looking fresh. Please contact the Clerk 
with any ideas for things you would like the 
Parish Council to do or offers of help. 
CONTACT:  Parish Clerk (see contact details 
back page) 
 

Ruscombe Road Railings 
The Parish Council is planning to contract a 
work party from HMP Leyhill to refurbish the 
black railings along Ruscombe Road.  HMP 
Leyhill is an open prison and rehabilitated 
inmates undertake projects in the community.  
The workers will be entirely supervised at all 
times by Leyhill staff. They do a lot of this 
sort of work in the community, especially for 
parish councils, since they charge a very  
reasonable rate for work that parish councils 
might otherwise not be able to afford. They 
will be removing undergrowth which has 
forced its way through the railings and then 
repainting. The work should take no longer 
than a week and is scheduled for the begin-
ning of September.  In addition, we will be 
asking a local blacksmith to quote for the 
repair of parts of the railings which are   dam-
aged.  We hope everyone will be pleased that 
we are safeguarding these historic   railings 
for future generations.   
 
 

Ruscombe & Whiteshill 
Village Shop — The Village Shop 
Committee is very pleased to announce that 
we have reached our target for buying a new 
toilet block. We would like to thank all of our 
workers and those of you who contributed to 
the fund, including the Parish Council,  for 
the help you gave.  You will be pleased to 
know the toilet is on order and should be with 
us shortly. 
 
 
 



Do you think 
he took that 
with him to 
council       
meetings?! 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If anyone has any other information about the 
other members of the Parish Council please 
contact the Parish Clerk, email: 
clerk@whiteshillandruscombe.org.uk.   
Thank you! 
 
 

A bit of history... 
Further to your request for information on the 
list of parish councillors in 1894, we can shed 
some light on Robert Asher for you.  As we 
understand it he was a bricklayer, and built our 
house! (see below) 
In 1891 Joseph Hallewell of Stratford House, 
Stroud, died and then his nephew Maynard 
Brodhurst of Chesterfield as trustee to his will, 
sold a plot of land "one acre three roads and 
eleven torches" to Robert Asher, a bricklayer 
of Whiteshill for £185.  He built the first of the 
4 houses on this side of the Plain. I assume he 
built these 4 as they are all of a similar design 
and style both inside and out. I have a map in 
our deeds that shows no houses on the Church 
side of the Plain at all, just fields! 
Before he built our house he built the red brick 
workshop in our garden and used it as the car-
pentry shop for the timber work in these 
houses.  Victoria Villa/Greystones (where we 
are) was completed  in 1897, then next door 
(Alexandra Villa/Green Hedges) was built in 
c.1904. I know from my many years mowing 
the churchyard that his wife (Emma) is buried 
in the churchyard in 1941, quite close to the 
Village Hall. I can't recall if he is as well.  
Richard Bailey 
 

 We were given a copy of a photo of Robert 
Asher (above) some years ago by our next but 
one neighbours.  
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Robert Asher 
George Sidney Cull 

Edwin Franklin 
John Harper 

Jonathan Hogg 
William Newcombe 

Alfred Pearce 
Edwin Saunders 

George Smith 

 

You are invited to a  Parish    
Council  COFFEE  
MORNING on   
Saturday   
13th September  
At Whiteshill Village 
Hall 10am to midday 
All welcome   
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when I was about 1 year old.  As to my hus-
band’s links, his family have lived in White-
shill for many years. His Grandmother was 
Florence White and his Grandfather Herbert 
Hogg, nick named 'Ocker'. My husband al-
ways told me that his Hogg roots from White-
shill originated from Thomas Hogg coming 
down from Scotland and col-onising the vil-
lage. My dad told me once that somebody 
from the village said to him "you know, there 
are more Hoggs in Whiteshill than there are 
pigs" and at the time it was true, bearing in 
mind it was at a time when most families 
owned a pig!  

Parish Councillor Vacancy  
The Parish Council would like to hear from 
anyone who has the interests of Whiteshill 
and Ruscombe villages at heart and would 
like to be considered for co-option on to the 
council.  All those parishioners wishing to be 
considered are requested to send their written 
expression of interest to the clerk by 8th Au-
gust 2008  (at the address on back page).        
Candidates will be invited to a meeting to 
make a speech of a few minutes saying why 
they wish to join and members will then elect 
and pass a resolution to co–opt them to the 
Parish Council.  Candidates should be over 21 
years of age, and resided within 3 miles of 
Whiteshill & Ruscombe for the past 12 
months.   Candidates cannot have been con-
victed within the last 5 years of any offence, 
or work for the council.   Please  contact the 
Parish Clerk on 01452 424245, email 
clerk@whiteshillandruscombe.org.uk 
 
 

Please come and support the 
Charity Skittles Afternoon  

at The Star on  
Sunday 3rd August  

 
 
 
 

Where are they now? 
Peter Jones from Oldham is looking for infor-
mation on the Browning family of White-
shill. There are several Browning families, 
but it is the Whiteshill one which is of inter-
est.                               
Sarah Jane Browning married Jesse  Au-
gustus Allen, and she died in 1897, aged only 
34. She had sisters called Eliza, Ellen and 
Emily and her Dad was  Thomas Browning, 
born in 1828 and her Mum was Selina Vines 
who was born in 1829. They had lived in an 
area called Bennett Wood, but cannot find 
that on   modern maps   If you have any in-
formation, please contact Peter Jones  (e-
mail pierrejones@btinternet.com, 
or telephone 01706 841966)                                                                    

Sheila Hogg writes about 
her ancestors   I live at Lyndene 
which is the red house below Whiteshill 
School. Up until about 2 years ago I thought 
my only links with Whiteshill was 
through my husband’s family (White 
and Hogg) and my dad’s family 
(Woodham) who lived near Cal-
lowell Farm. After putting some 
of my family tree on Genes 
Reunited I have got to know 
Evan Franklin who is South Af-
rican (3rd generation) and he was able to give 
me a family tree I was not aware of. We both 
share the same Great-Great Grandparents, 
John Franklin and Eliza Aldridge, both of 
Whiteshill/Ruscombe. John Franklin is      
mentioned in ‘Memories of Whiteshill and 
Ruscombe’ published by The Whiteshill and 
Ruscombe Playing Field Trust 1978, where 
he was noted for carving the Twelve Apostles 
on Whiteshill Church. It took me some time 
to 'look up' at the church before I found the 
carvings which I think are the ones on the 
outside of the church.  We have lived in 
Whiteshill for over 20 years and I am thrilled 
to have such links and to see carvings done 
by my ancestors.  Although we were not mar-
ried at Whiteshill church, I was baptised there 



Parish Council Contacts 
Gerri Kimber (Chairman)   
Mrs Julie Shirley (Clerk) 60 Hawk Close,    
Abbeydale, Gloucester, GL4 4WE  
Tel: 01452 424245  
OR  for Warbler articles please send to:   
editwarbler@aol.com 
WEBSITE:  
whiteshillandruscombe.org.uk 

During Summer months ring 759023 

Village Hall Activities 
MONDAY Line Dancing 15:00 to 16:00 
Yoga 18:00 to 19:00 Keep Fit 19:30 to 
21:00  (New Term 8.9.08) TUESDAY  Tai 
Chi 14:30 to 15:30 Lindy Hop dancing 
19:00 to 21:00 WEDNESDAY Art Class 
14:00 to 16:00    Pilates—see below 
THURSDAY Mother and Toddler Group 
10:00 to 12:00 Wives Group First Thursday 
in month 19:00 to 21:00  Parish Council 
2nd Thursday in month 19:30 to 22:00 FRI-
DAY Ballet 16:00 to 18:00  For more de-
tails and booking enquiries please ring 

759023 
 
 

Pilates at      
Whiteshill Vil-
lage Hall - Keep 
your       summer 
fitness 
  
Pilates classes will start again in September 
on Wednesday evenings. If you have done 
some Pilates and have missed the benefits of 
flexibility, core control, strength and im-
proved breathing, the following classes will 
be available 
  
6.45pm-7.45pm for next level beginners - 
must have completed at least 6 classes 
  
8pm-9pm for intermediates with at least a 
year of Pilates 
  
Call Julia Currie to book a place or to 
find out more about Pilates generally 
- 01453 764376 

 WHITESHILL GUIDE & SCOUT  
HEADQUARTERS (DURING SUMMER 
RING FIRST) 
MONDAY –  Brownies - 18:00 to 19:30 
Contact: Julie Jones – 821218 
Guides – 19:40 to 21:10 
Contact: Jessica Brereton – 762469 
TUESDAY – TCubs – 18:30 to 20:00 
Contact: Christine Clatworthy – 758982 
THURSDAY – Beavers – 18:00 to 19:00 
Contact – Ruth Woodley – 758620 
WHITESHILL PLAYGROUP – 
Meet on four mornings each week. 
Contact: Sarah – 752094 
PRIVATE BOOKINGS—The hall can be 
booked for children’s parties, clubs and socie-
ties.  Excellent kitchen.  Good Parking and 
close to     playing fields. Contact: David 
Howell - 762088 
 
ADVERTISING—If you would like to advertise 
your  business here, please forward items to the 
Parish Clerk. Ads start at £10 per 1/8 page and £20 
per 1/4 page. Make cheques payable to: 
'Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council' and 
please send to the Parish Clerk (see above). 

 

 
 

PICTURE FRAMING, 
CERAMIC REPAIR 
& RESTORATION 

LESLEY YOUNG 
WHITESHILL 

STROUD 
 

LESLEYYOUNG 
@WAITROSE.COM 

 

01453 762481 
07976 286931 


